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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It was good to see a lot of you at the recent parent / teacher consultation 
meeting last week. I hope that you found the meetings useful and that you 
have managed to gain a better understanding of your child’s strengths and 
areas for development. We do check the children’s progress very carefully 
across the year and use our data to see if any child is falling behind. From 
this we can then organise support sessions/ lessons to help your child 
catch up. 

Staff News 
 
Mrs Nagle has been off from school for the last 2 weeks as she was called 
for Jury service. She will return on Monday. 
 
Mrs Maloney has been off school for the last two weeks following an oper-
ation. She is now at home recovering and will be back at school after the 
Easter holidays. Her absence is nothing to do with Coronavirus! If you 
need to contact her urgently regarding Special Educational 
Needs please speak to me until her return. 
 
Mrs Dorricott will be going on Maternity Leave after East-
er. Her baby is due in April and I am sure that you will join 
with me in wishing her a safe, easy and pain free delivery. 
Mrs Akhtar, who has just returned from her maternity 
leave will take over her class for the summer term. 

Parent Governors 

We do have a vacancy on our Governing Body for a Parent Governor. Gover-
nors act as the critical friend to the school ensuring that the wishes and 
beliefs of the parent body are heard at the highest levels. They help man-
age the strategic direction of the school and monitor and set the budget, 
health and safety and the curriculum the children are taught. Parent gov-
ernors are a vital part of the governing body as they provide a direct link 
between the school and parents wishes. 

If anyone is interested in becoming a governor, or 
just wants to ask a few questions about the role, 
please do make an appointment to see me by Friday 
13th March. 
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Quote of the 

Week 

I thought that 

Miss Mason had 

really messed up 

her make up - 

then I realised 

she was an 

Oompah Loompah 

for World book 

day - Year 6 pupil  

Car Safety 

Please re-

member to 

use the un-

official one 

way system 

at drop off 

and pick up 

times. 

 

School Website 

Address. 

 

Coronavirus 
 
Some parents seem to panic a bit when I mention Coronavirus. Please be as-
sured that as far as I know we do not currently have any children, staff or 
parents that have been diagnosed with Coronavirus. Like you we are follow-
ing developments carefully through the news and we get daily updates from 
the Department for Education, (DfE) about the virus. The DfE have opened 
up a helpline and email for schools and parents to use if they are worried.  
  
Staff, parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows: 
Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 

Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday). 

We do have soap and hand towels in all classrooms and I have just ordered 
some hand gel which will be put into the classrooms as soon as it arrives, (it 
was very difficult to get as everywhere had sold out). If parents want to 
supply their own children with mini hand gels - that would be fine. The chil-
dren seem to have got the message and we are using far more tissues than 
we normally do. Please do emphasize with your own child the importance of 
washing and drying their hands regularly. Next week in assembly I hope to 
be able to go through with the children how to wash their hands effective-
ly.  

If the advice changes or anything else happens I 
will let the parents know through Parentmail. 

Year 4 - Bikeability 
 
The year 4 Bikeability training will now take place on Thursday 12th March 
rather than Friday 13th March. The children need to bring in a bike in good 
working order and their helmet. Please look at the weather conditions and 
make sure that they are dressed appropriately. Even if it is raining the train-
ing will still go ahead. 
 
There are a couple of extra places available if any other Year 4 pupils wish to 
take part. 



World Book Day 

We had a magical World Book Day yesterday 
with lots of children and staff dressing up for 
the day. I am not sure who enjoyed it more - the 
children or the staff! The children should have 
received a £1 book voucher which can be ex-
changed at book stores and some supermarkets 
for selected £1 books, or used to part pay for 
other books of your choice. Please check with 
the retailer before you spend the voucher. 

World Book Day was invented to help children foster a love of reading 
which will last the rest of their lives. Reading is the key skill that will help 
your child with their schoolwork both in Primary and Secondary school. 
This is why we ask for the children to read for 20 minutes a day as part 
of their homework. Please help us by filling in your child’s reading record 
and if possible spend time reading with them. Even Year 6 pupils are not 
too old to be read to.  

If you are worried about reading in English as it is not your home language, 
please read them appropriate books in your native language. The idea is 
that the children learn to love books and to help with their understanding 
of writing. 

To help your child reach the next level of reading, (inference), it is a real-
ly good idea to ask your child about the book. Why did that happen, where 
did it happen, when did it happen, what do you think is going to happen 
next, did you enjoy the book - why? All of these help the children to de-
velop their ‘higher order reading skills’. 

A huge Thank You to Mr Reilly for organising the days activities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sports Relief 
 
Next Friday we will be supporting Sports Relief to help disadvantaged 
children across the world. The children are allowed to wear their own 
clothes but it must contain something Red for a £1 contribution. Mr Kelley 
is also sending out a sponsorship form. During next week's PE lessons he is 
going to get every child to run a mile and hopefully be sponsored for it. He 
has also asked the staff if they would like to join the children running but 
unfortunately I have a bad ankle and can only support form the sidelines. 
All money raised will go directly to Sports Relief. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scratch Club 
 
Scratch club is a computer club, (nothing 
to do with a medical condition), that is 
run by one of our very keen Year 5 pupils, 
(Amir). Last week he decided to award 
certificates to two members of his club 
for excellent work. I know that when 
Amir is older I will be getting him to 
come and help sort out all of my comput-
er problems, (at a discounted rate of 
course). 
 
 

Joke of the Week  
 
Why is milk the fastest thing ever. Because it’s pasteurized before you 
see it!  



 Harrow Film Awards 2020  

  

Do you like making films?  

  

 Do you enjoy editing? 

  

 Could you make a film with the theme ‘Change’?  
  
 

Sharing stories through film or animation is one of the most powerful ways of reaching your 

audience. It can allow the quietest individual to deliver a powerful message to a wide audience and engage the most 
reluctant learner.  
The process of film making itself (from story board to edit), is a wonderful way to encourage  
creativity and allow pupils to explore and develop their ideas.  
 

The theme of this year’s festival is: Change 
 

When you hear the word ‘change’, what does it conjure up for you? Is it the change to the global climate and the melt-
ing ice caps or is it the importance of recycling? You may be thinking of the changes of the seasons as autumn turns 
into spring, whilst others will be thinking of baking, where the raw ingredients once put in an oven change into a yum-
my cake! Animators may be thinking of changing the shape of plasticine to create a moving figure and budding scien-
tists may be thinking of the chemical changes of an  
exciting experiment! 
 

Rules 

*On the theme of ‘CHANGE’  

*No longer than 2 Minutes  

*Child led  

*They can be individual films or you can create a film with your friends.  

* You can edit the films and use minimal effects using film editing software / apps like 
Windows Movie Maker – changing colours of scenes, adding sounds / music, slide transi-
tions (You can get You  Tube videos to show you how to edit films).  

* The film can be in any format, but MP4 or WAV would be best. 
* It can be an animation 

* Your film needs to have a title slide and credits at the end with your name on it 

 
 
 



How to Enter: 

 

*Submit your film on Google Classroom by Friday 24th April 2020.  

Please make sure your name and class are attached. 
CLASS CODE: giqxmsx 

Extra Information: 

 

- There are 27 schools taking part! 
- Only two videos from year 3+4 and two videos from year 5+6 can be selected 
to go through to the film festival. 
- You will find out the 3rd or 4th week after the Easter holidays if your film has 
been chosen. 
- If yours has been chosen, then your teacher and I will spend some time with 
you editing it further and putting finishing touches to it before we submit it to 
the Harrow Judges. 
 

Returning your films for judging:  Fri 1st May 2020 

Entrants/schools awards notification:       Thu 4th June 2020  

Awards Ceremony:          Thur 2nd July 2020 6:00pm -7.30pm 

 
 

I will be doing an assembly or coming to your classes to show you how to use 
Movie Maker before the Easter holidays if you need any tips. 
 

If you want to know more or have any questions please come and see me.  

I look forward to seeing your fantastic and exciting films.  

Mrs Thomas 

 


